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Collectors Day and Artifact Identification Event at Illinois 
State Museum on Nov. 17 
 

SPRINGFIELD, IL – In conjunction with the exhibition "Bicentennial & Beyond! The Illinois 

Legacy Collection,” the Illinois State Museum in Springfield welcomes visitors to learn the 

stories of objects collected by everyday Illinoisans.  

 

As part of the ISM Collectors Day and Artifact Identification Day event on Sat., Nov. 17 from 

1:00-3:00 p.m., local collectors will display their best objects and speak with visitors about the 

stories they tell. Collections on display will include meteorites, scarab beetles, music boxes, 

antique tools, wood carvings, and more. 

 

Visitors are also invited to bring an item from home to be identified by Museum staff and other 

experts. The artifact identification will focus on art, antiques, anthropological artifacts, rocks, 

minerals, fossils, and bones. Visitors can bring photos of objects or specimens and are 

encouraged to include a ruler or coin in the photo for size comparison. Visitors are asked not to 

bring live animals. Organic materials may have to remain outside the Museum. 

 

The participating experts will do their best to correctly identify objects, however no guarantees 

are made. Due to time constraints, only one object may be able to be identified per person. 

Objects brought for identification will not be appraised. 

 

Individuals interested in displaying a collection as part of Collectors Day may apply at 

bit.ly/2018ISMcollectors or contact Elizabeth Bazan at events@illinoisstatemuseum.org 

or 217-558-6696. Applications should be submitted by Nov. 11.  

 

No buying, selling, or trading is allowed at this event.  
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